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Upcoming Events  

 
JANUARY 2012  

 
Tuesdays  

31 State & Club Mixed Pairs 
Qualifying I 
 

Thursdays  
26 Australia DayðNo 
Bridge  
 

FEBRUARY 
Tuesdays  

7 State & Club Mixed Pairs 
Qualifying II  
14 State & Club Mixed Pairs 
Championship with Side 
Game 
21 AGM (7pm) followed by 
Bridge 
 

Thursday  
2 Red Point Session 
23 Regular Duplicate with 
Optional Play Practice 
Session (playing trump 
contracts). See Page 3  
 

MARCH 
Tuesdays  

6 Club Pairs Qualifying I 
13 Club Pairs Qualifying II 
20 Club Pairs Final with 
Side Game 
27 Presidentôs Teams I 
 

Wednesday  
7 Autumn Pairs Session I  
14 Autumn Pairs Session II  

 
Thursday  

1 Handicap Session See P 3 
 

APRIL  
Tuesday  

3 Presidentôs Teams II 
 

Wednesday  
25 Anzac Day at 1.30pm 
 

Thursday  
5 Handicap Session  
29 (Sunday) GNOT Swiss 
Pairs 

A Message from our President  
 
My time as President is drawing to a close and I 

look back over some of the achievements of the 

past two years.  Probably the major changes 
made by the committee were the move to the 

Community Centre and the introduction of the 
Bridgemates.  Whilst it wasnôt all smooth sailing, 

these events provided us with an outstanding 

venue and a bridge lift into the 21 st century. 
 

Our policy is to give back to members as much as we can.  The ñfreeò 
nights and the player reward system are bonuses for our players.  Unlike 

many of the fancier clubs (especially in the Eastern Suburbs 
entrepreneurial clubs) our table fees are quite low.  (Visitors fees in the 

above mentioned venues range from $11 to $19 per game.)  Again, our 

Club Weekend has proved very popular and it just shows that we do 
have lives away from the bridge table.  We also try to keep our players 

informed through our quarterly newsletter, the ñDeclarerò. 
 

Feedback from our players has helped to make a number of changes to 

our annual programming.  These include the changing of some event 
formats and rather substantial subsidies for our members entering State 

and National events through the club.  The introduction of the Club 
Information Sheet should prove useful to new (and some old) members 

of the Club. 
 

Our Club is quite strong in every respect - financially, director wise and 

player wise.  We are fortunate in having the best two directors in Sydney 
(one a National Director); three of our current members have achieved 

representative status - one Australian and two State reps.  We have had 
the best Congress in Sydney for the last few years. 

 

In 2012, the Community Centre may be undergoing minor 
refurbishments and we have been asked to make improvement 

submissions.  The venue will be closed for some weeks during which 
time we will find alternative playing areas.  

 
I would like to thank the Committee for their hard and often thankless 

efforts over the last few years and finally, you, our members for your 

loyal support. 
 

ǃǅǄǂǃǅǄǂǃǅǄǂǃǅǄǂǃǅǄǂǃǅǄǂ 
Your Editor is planning to publish Member Profiles in future editions of 
ñThe Declarerò.  It would be appreciated if you could fill in a profile 

sheet, available at Carlingford Court in the stand or on the website, and 
forward this with a photo if possible to Elizabeth Wilson.  Your Editor can 

take your photo if you wish.  Thanks  
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Please Congratulate the following winners:  
 

Club Teams Champions: Fiona Ballard, Charles Klassen, 
Margaret Klassen & Phaik Yao  
Winter Teams (Thursday): Shirley Arnold, Bruce Fox, 
Dougal Fraser & Denis Symon  
A & D Munro Pairs: Gideon Azar & Malcolm Crabb  
Spring Pairs (Wednesday): Shirley Arnold & Elizabeth 
Wilson  
Summer Teams (Tuesday): Asik Assadouriane, Golia 
Moshkanbaryans, Siamak Parsanejad & Hamid Sadigh  
Summer Pairs (Tuesday) : Lesley Guo & Catherine Zhang  

 
Ǆ Ǆ Ǆ Ǆ Ǆ Ǆ Ǆ Ǆ Ǆ Ǆ Ǆ Ǆ Ǆ Ǆ Ǆ Ǆ Ǆ Ǆ Ǆ Ǆ 

Rank Promotions:  
Congratulations to: 

Siamak Parsanejad who is now a 

Local Master 
Smarajit Dey  and Shijun Tian 

who are now * Local Masters 

Timothy Poon who is now a State 
Master 

George Cachia and Ian Corney 
w ho are now * State Masters 

Wieslaw Podworski who is now a 
* National Master 

Well done to these high 
achieving members !  

 

Our Club ðPennant Hills Bridge Club ðAnnual General Meeting  
 
On Tuesday 21 February Pennant Hills Bridge Club will hold its AGM and present annual reports, including 
Financial, and elect officers to administer the club for 2012.  

 
If you are interested in joining the committee, please speak to one of the current committee members.  

Committee meetings are usually held every two months or as required at Carlingford Court on Monday 

afternoons at around 4.15 for about two hours.  
 

If you have any issues you would like discussed at the AGM, please advise details in writing.  But 
remember that we only have a short time allocated to the meeting as we like to get in a nearly full game 

of bridge that night.  Therefore we may find it more appropriate to discuss members' questions at our 
regular committee meetings. 

Please attend on 21 February and support your club.  

Alexandra, Bruce Foxôs eldest daughter, has been helping Trish & John at 

the Pennant Hills Congress for a number of years with kitchen work, food 
preparation and caddying boards, etc.  Alex and Scott Mills' wedding was 

held at Wattle Tree House at Matcham (Central Coast hinterland) on 
Sunday 27th November after a week of rain  the weather was perfect for 

the outdoors ceremony and afternoon tea that followed.   They spent their 
honeymoon week on the South Coast and are now residing in Gosford.  

PHBC wishes Alex and Scott every happiness in the future  

Photo far 

Left: Alex & 

ScottòMills 

 

Photo Left: 

Alex and a 

very proud 

and dapper 

father, Bruce 

 

Photo 

Bottom Left: 

Bruce, Alex 

and Maureen 

Fox 

Trish Grigson who recently 

celebrated a significant 
birthday at a Wednesday 

Session  

We Congratulateé.. 
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Pennant Hills Bridge Club Committee Talk -Fest  
 

On Monday 14 November 2011, your Pennant Hills Bridge Club Committee held 

its first CHOGM, ä Talk-Fest.  We wanted to discuss how we could make our 
club better for our members.  Members were asked for suggestions and these 

were discussed as well as initiatives suggested by committee members. 

 
From our members suggestions made were: 

 
Not to have a multi -week event on Melbourne Cup NightðYes 

Not to have multi -week events clashing with external eventsðYes 

Maximum number of boards per sessionðYes and has been discussed with Directors 
To provide free beer prior to sessionsðNo 

To purchase and use an OHPðNo because Carlingford Court may be putting in a data projector  
To have a Matchmaker serviceðNo because committee members cover this plus available on website 

Director playing inðLeft to the Directorôs discretion.  This has been discussed with our Directors 
Committee minutes posted on Notice BoardðNo 

 

Your committee then decided on a number of changes and initiatives for the 2012 program.  These 
will be evaluated and may or may not become permanent features of PHBC. 

 
Handicap Sessions  will be conducted on the first Thursday of each month when there is not a red 

Point session programmed.  Handicaps will be set by assessing partnership and individual scores 

over the past three months.  Masterpoints will be allocated in the normal way and these results will 
be listed on the website.  Winner tickets will be awarded to the first placed handicapped pairs, in 

each directions.  It is hoped that this will give some encouragement to developing players.  
 

Optional Play Sessions  (if at least four players are interested) will be conducted by Elizabeth 

Wilson on four Thursday Nights during the year.  Pre-registration will be required and those 
attending will pay the same table money as players.  In these sessions Elizabeth will give you 

information, notes and practice hands.  These sessions will be suitable for developing player.  Topics 
covered will be: 

23/2/12 ðTrump play   31/5/12 ðNo Trump Play   30/08/12 ðSignals   29/11/12 ðCard Play 
 

GNOT  Much discussion was held on the format of the PHBC GNOT sessions.  For 2012 it was 

decided to try a Sunday GNOT Swiss Pairs Session.  This will be held on Sunday 29/04/12.  Pre-entry 
will be necessary and the cost will be Members $15, Non-Members $20.  This will be an all day event 

and players will need to provide their own lunch.  
 

GNOT  Swiss Teams Qualifying will be held on Tuesday Nights, 8th and 15th May 2012. 

 
A Teams of Three  event will be held on Thursday 22 March.  Pre-entry will be required.  

 
Christmas Party and Presentation Evening will be held on Thursday  13 December in 2012. 

 
Your committee would appreciate your feedback on any of these items and hope you enjoy the 

changes they have planned. 
 

ǃǅǄǂǃǅǄǂǃǅǄǂǃǅǄǂǃǅǄǂǃǅǄǂ 
Summer Festival of Bridge & Gold Coast Congress  

 
Over the next two months many of our members will be playing in the 40th Summer Festival of Bridge in 

Canberra and the 51st Gold Coast Congress at Broadbeach.  We wish them every success.  May all your finesses 
work and all your slams be Grand. 

 
However, donôt forget to take time to enjoy the shops (good sales at the Canberra Centre in January) and 

restaurants.  I highly recommend the Minted Lamb at Happyôs Chinese Restaurant, 17 Garema Place Canberra. 
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Pennant Hills 2011 Bridge Congress  
 

Under the leadership of Congress Convenor, Trish Grigson, and Director John McIllrath, Pennant Hills 

Bridge Club conducted another very successful and popular Bridge Congress at Cherrybrook on 16 

October 2011.  With 45 teams entered it was a great competition.  
 

Bridge Congresses donôt just happen.  They are the culmination of a lot of hard work by a number of 
members.  Special thanks must go to Trish for her tireless efforts in organising the Congress and 

making it better every year.  Trish was ably assisted by so many members and we thank you all, in 

particular David Badger, Richard Massey and Bruce Fox who moved tables etc and to all the 
suppliers of cakes, biscuits and chicken wings which were for supper. 

 
We couldnôt have had such a successful Congress without the outside support we had from our 

unflappable Director, John McIlrath and our two kitchen helpers, Alex and Francesca who worked 
tirelessly all day to keep food rolling out, organising the supper and assisting John where needed.  

Thanks to the three of you.  

 
Results were: 

 

1st: Steven Bock, Gary Lane  
Berri Folkard & Ross Folkard  

(Great to see PH featured here) 

2nd: Peter Liversey, Pauline Gumby, 
Warren Lazer & Peter Gill  

with PHBC President, Ross Folkard 

The 3rd placed team was Gheorghi Belongov, Michael Courtney, Ewa Kowalczyk & Raymond Linden 

1st placed Pennant Hills Team:  
Bijan Assaee, Fiona Ballard,  

Margaret Klassen & Charles Klassen  
with PHBC President, Ross Folkard 

2nd placed Pennant Hills Team:  
Vince Cariola, Fay Bean, Leila Dunch & 

Richard Massey 
with PHBC President, Ross Folkard 

Best Restricted team was Peter McAdam, Rod Dunn, Margaret Owen & Tim Stewart 


