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A Message from our President
It doesn’t seem long since our last “Declarer” but a great deal
as happened in the intervening period. Our move from
Pennant Hills to Carlingford Court was hastened by
circumstances beyond our control and I'm sure that you will
A\ agree with me that the bridge environment is so much better
and the fact that our numbers have increased slightly would seem to
indicate that players in general like the move.

There have been teething difficulties of course — the main one being
leaving the premises at night. We have been asked to leave the room via
the lift to the ground floor and below. The reasons being firstly, one of
building security and secondly an occupational health and safety issue
which occurs after the exterior lights have been turned off at 10.00 PM
(usually).

The next innovation was the introduction of BridgeMates. We had teething
problems here because the manufacturer sent us outdated software and it
was only after a lot of investigation and tedious reorganisation by Gary that
we were able to get the BridgeMates up to scratch. Again, most of our
members seem to like the approach and the fact that we get results quickly
and accurately at the end of the game, as well as the detail in the results
web site.

The committee is looking at two events in minute detail- the Grand National
Pairs and the Grand National Open Teams. The thinking at present is that
the Grand National Pairs should remain as it is at present in accordance
with the spirit of the event regulations i.e. that it is a restricted event. The
club will pay for four pairs to enter the elimination finals - if other pairs
wish to go on to the elimination finals then they are welcome to do so at
their own expense. Again in conjunction with this event we will run a side
game as we did this year. The GNOT poses a major problem. When we
last ran the event as a team’s event it was almost impossible to get two full
teams to go into the metropolitan final (a condition that must be fulfilled if
we are to get gold points for our event here at Pennant Hills). For this
reason over the last couple of years we have run the event as a swiss pairs
event and it is a little easier to formulate a team — even if we have to go
down to the 12™ pair. Having said this, we are more than willing to listen to
your views on these matters.

Upcoming Events

AUGUST
Tuesdays
3 Metropolitan Teams
Qualifying II
10 Hans Eisler Pairs
24 State Pairs Champ
Qualifying I
31 State Pairs Champ

Qualifying II

SEPTEMBER
Tuesdays
14 Club Teams
Championship I
21 Club Teams
Championship II

Thursdays
2 Winter Teams
Session I
9 Winter Teams
Session II

OCTOBER
Tuesdays
19 A & D Munro Pairs
26 Summer Teams
Session I

Wednesdays
13 Swiss Teams
Practice
(4X7 board matches)

20 Spring Pairs
Session I

27 Spring Pairs
Session II

WANTED

great food.
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Entries for the Pennant Hills Bridge Club Congress Sunday 19th October

Our Congress is one of the best & friendliest in Sydney and caters for new and experienced teams.
Make up your team now and come along for a day of fun.
Also needed are cakes, biscuits, scones to be baked by members to uphold our proud tradition of




N Meet Our Director — Tony Howes

Tony Howes, our Tuesday Night and Wednesday Day Director, was born and raised
in the old Dart and came to Australia in his early twenties, back in 1970, a ten
pound pom. At the time he was working in architecture but in the mid-seventies
the travel bug got him again and he joined QANTAS as a flight steward and flew
around the world for six years.

By this time he had got married and taken up a career in IT as a computer
programmer. Tony stayed in computing until two years ago when he officially ‘retired’ from the IT
world.

Tony had taken up bridge in 1977 when his then girlfriend (later wife) talked him into going into the
NSWBA as she had decided to try bridge and needed a partner. Those were the days when playing
in the Monday Night game meant playing against the likes of Tim Seres, Mary McMahon, Dick
Cummings and the like—a great learning experience.

In late 1984 Tony had the idea of learning more about the game and took a two-day directors
course given by Richard Grenside. He then did the Directors exam and as a result of that Richard
gave him a Directors Congress qualification and asked if he was interested in taking up directing on a
serious level. Tony was hooked. On a serious level meant directing the NSWBA Monday night
sessions when Richard was away. This was a steep learning curve.

Tony became a National Director in 1987 and has been a director at every Canberra Summer Festival
for the last fifteen years as well as several Surfers congresses. He currently directs regularly at four
Sydney clubs as well as a number of weekend congresses and the new and growing week-long
congress at Coffs Harbour. On top of this Tony is also in charge of Directors Accreditation in New
South Wales and as part of this runs courses for aspiring tournament directors both in Sydney and
around the State.

Outside of bridge, Tony and his second wife Ros have a little boat moored at Bobbin Head and when

they can get away they enjoy travelling, mainly in his 4WD which he bought as part of his
‘retirement plan’. He also enjoys playing the classical guitar and listening to most types of music.

i Get Your Priorities Right i

Please Congratulate: - During a recent interstate congress a fire
-alarm went off in an apartment block. |
The President’s Teams was won by: | When the “all clear” is given a player

> returning to his room says, “that’s lucky” I
Witold Chylewski, Linda Aubusson, David Boga 'would have had to go to bridge in my l

and Rosa Pang iswimmers. “No problem”, says partner, “as I
:long as we have our system cards.” .
Winners of the GNOT Swiss Pairs Qualifying were: | Are your priorities right? Do you always |

i have your system card. You should!
Terry Bodycote and Peter Bendelstein e .

Winners of the Daytime Pairs Championship were: Rank Promotions:
Frank Bagnato, Babs Beh, Siamak
Parsanejad, Jeanne Perrott and Robert
Vaill are now Club Masters
Jayant Kulkarni has achieved *Local
Master rank
Bryan Ney is now **Local Masters
Catherine Zhang is now a State Master

Ranjit Limaye and Nandu Gangal
Winners of the Swiss Pairs Championship were:
Ian Corney and Kevin Judd

Winners of the Grand National Pairs Qualifying were:

hijun Ti I
Shijun Tian and Ian Corney Well done to these high achieving
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Do You Squeeze?

No I don’t meant to squeeze a lemon, into traffic or your partner but do you employ the
“squeeze” in your bridge play as declarer.

According to Wikipedia, a squeeze play is a play in which the play of a card (the squeeze
card) forces an opponent to discard a card that gives up a trick (or more). The squeeze
card is often, but not always, a winner. The discarded card may be either a winner or a
card needed to protect the victim's strategic position. Squeezes most often occur late in the
hand.

There are very many types of “squeezes” and many books written on the subject.

Let us see how this works:
* Declarer (together with dummy) has enough winners to take all the

3 2‘] remaining tricks except for the extra trick(s) that will be gained from the
.- squeeze. In other words, declarer has already lost all the tricks he plans
- - to lose (the "count" is "rectified").

KQ |Easts * In at least two suits, declarer and dummy have "threat cards" or

A "menaces" that are not immediate winners, but threaten to become

Hand ) ]
s winners;

N imma- | * At least one of the menaces is positioned after a squeezed defender
terial ("squeezee").
* The declarer has sufficient "entries" (winners serving as

> > €

a4
v communication between his hand and dummy) to cash the menaces if
* - they develop into winners.

& A * The squeezed defender(s) must hold only "busy" cards that are
covering a menace, with no "idle" cards that can safely be discarded.

South leads the CA and West is squeezed in hearts and spades. If he discards the HA,
North's HK becomes a winner. If he discards either spade, North's SJ becomes a winner.

How would you play this hand?

Would you try “a squeeze” on this hand or

4 T3 is there another option.
¥ K8
¢ AKS8652 It comes from a recent Wednesday Daytime
& JT9 session and most pairs bid to 3NT, played
by South with a S9 lead.
s AQI97 Dealer: North | & 652 What is the safest line of play to ensure you
v 943 v QJ7 make your contract?
¢ 93 NS Vulnerable [¢ Q74
& 742 & Q865 See next issue for my suggestion of how to
make it.
:0000000000000000000000

& K84
v AT652 "Learn from the mistakes of others.

.
.

¢ JT o You won't live long enough to make

& AK3 : them all yourself.” Alfred Sheinwold
.
.
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Lady Letitia’s Laments
This is a continuing story of Lady Letitia’s laments. Some of the lessons she
learns may apply to many of us.

Lady Letitia was playing bridge with her favourite partner, Mild Madge. They
were well into the session when yet again they come across that fearsome,
knowledgeable player, Pompous Percival.

He was declarer, playing South in a 4 Spade contract when, with 8 tricks won
out of 10 played, he put his cards down and said “The rest are mine, making 10”. and proceeded to
score the board. Looking at dummy, neither Letitia or Madge was inclined to argue.

But as they looked at their next hands, Letitia said, “On that last hand, I still had a trump”.
“Doesn’t matter”, said Percival, I had the Ace and anyway, we are playing the next board now”.

The moral of the story is that Lady Letitia yet again forgot one golden rule. Never do what
opponents tell you but always CALL THE DIRECTOR to any perceived irregularity, whether real or
imagined, at the table.

This was the actual layout, with Letitia sitting West, when Percival claimed the rest of the hand.

In this case, while Letitia acquiesced to the claim initially, she was

4 - completely within her rights to raise an objection after further thought,

: AK provided (Law 69A) her side had not made a call on a subsequent board.

* Had she called the Director to express her doubts, the Director would have
& 6 o - had the last 3 cards of each player from the previous board faced so that all
v 6 v 4 could see the layout above. The Director would then have required Percival
¢ 7 ¢+ 84 [to repeat any clarification statement he made at the time of his claim,
& - & - especially in relation to a proposed line of play.

: ?5 As there was no such statement this time, the Director would have applied

. - Rule 70C. This says that, when a trump remains in one of the opponent’s

* - hands, the Director shall award a trick to the opponents if:

1. Declarer failed to mention the trump, and
2. Was probably unaware that a trump remained in an opponent’s hand, and
3. Could lose a trick to the trump by any normal play.

The criteria for the last condition is interesting, in that for the purpose of the law “normal’ includes
play that would be careless or inferior for the class of player involved, but not irrational.

Such a careless line in this case would be to play a heart to dummy, allowing Letitia to then make a
trump trick however Percival continued. Thus the Director would have adjusted the score to 4
Spades, one down, giving Letitia and Madge a top board.

(Law 9B1(a) says
"The director should be summoned at once when attention is drawn to an irregularity”.

All players need to keep this in mind when playing bridge. Know your rights and be prepared to
exercise them by calling the Director for advice. Only when he is called can a Director take action to
restore equity, not only at that table, but for all other players in the session as well since their scores
can be equally affected.

The other lesson we can all learn with Lady Letitia is that you should never allow yourself to be
rushed when a claim is made. Think through what has been said and be satisfied that you could not
make any of the tricks claimed.



